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ABSTRACT : Mahaanobis D? statistics was used to study the genetic divergence for 19 characters
among 48 genotypes of Indian bean. Genotypes were grouped in to eight clusters on the basis of relative
magnitude of D? values. The highest number of genotypes (14) appeared in cluster 111. The maximum inter
cluster distance was observed between cluster 1V and cluster VI followed by cluster 1V and VI1II. The
minimum inter cluster distance was observed between cluster | and cluster 1V. Maximum intra cluster
distance was in cluster V followed by cluster 111. The mean value for most of the traits was highest in
cluster VI11. Among theyield contributing characters, the maximum contribution towards divergence was
made by protein content followed by number of flowers per inflorescence, pod length and number of pods
per plant. Hybridization between cluster IV and V1 could be utilized for getting the superior recombinants
or transgress segregants in segregating generations.
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